~ Money time

Transportation took center
stage, but legislators still
bring home the bacon

By Garren Shipley

Laaily Seul Seter

They may have spent most of the 2007 Genaral
Agsemnbly talking about transportation issues, hut
area lawmakers did find time to bring home stale
funding for a number of Tocal projects.

“IL was probably the most success we've had
with a budgel bill in a long time,” gaid Del. Clay
Athey, B-Fronl Royal. :

Chief among those successes 15 seouring “cost of
competing” funding for Winchester and Frederick
County schools.

Athey, along with Del. Beverly Sherwood, B-Win-
chester, and Sen. IT, Bussell Potts, Jr, B-Winches-
ter, all asked for the two systems to be included
when additional funds for salaries are handed out.

Their addition to the mix this year funds the
slate’y shara of a 10 percent bump in pay for
teachers, should local povernments decide to lick
in their portion.

The three legislators also won a language change
that requires the Virginia Department of Trans-
portation to kiek-start the environmental paper-
work needed for the Va. 37 “sastern lToop” project.

House Bill 1650 doesn't contain a specific appro-
priation for the work, though. It includes the proj-
ect with a number of others to be funded oul of a
$300 million pool. _

“That's an amendment we're going to have o
keep on for a number of years” to be sure VDOT
[illowes throuph, Athey said.

Legislators also won significant earmarks for
loeal nonprofits. Sherwond secured $200,000 for
the Bhenandoah Valley Discovery Museum’s even-
tual reloeation Lo Jim Barnett Park in Winchester

“We are very pleased with that,” said DeDec Bar-
bour, the director of the museum's capital eam-
paign, With the new money from the state, the
project is about 40 percent. to its poal.

Dionors have pledged $4.8 million to the project
to date, with significant announeements to come
goon, she said.

“The intention of the exhibits will remain the
same,” Barbour said. “We'll bring those same expe-
riences to the mew museum, only with updated
sxhibits and a lot more to offer” The new site will
have 4 ceremonial proundbreaking April 21.

Del. Todd Gilbert, B-Woodstock, also won signifi-
cant funding for a number of local organizations,
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Paleontologist Geb Bennett shows fossils to Ellle Shollenberger, laft,
Hannah Thede, Chase Rolisch, and David Foeckler, all 4-year-olds, at the
Shenandoah Valley Discovery Museum on a field trip with their class
from the Little Sheep Preschool, of Front Royal, on Wednesday. The
museum received $200,000 from the 2007 General Assembly session.
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Simon made it “very clear
that there ars conseguences if
we do not comply with the law”
Hmblidge told the hoard
Wednesday at its monthly husi-
ness meeting, The state has
gent letters to zchool divisions
emphasizing that they must
comply.

Because the state’ Depart-
ment of Edtication is responsi-
ble for ensuring that local
school divisions follow MNCLR
rules, the foderal deportmient
al=o could withhold state Title 1
administrative money. it that
doesn’t happen.  Virginia
received 52.1 million In such
funds in fizeal 2006,
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on 115, 340/522. The site plan
was modified for a 7-11 eonven-
ience store instead of a fast-
fnud restaurant, which was
ally pmpuaed

'F' anning Commissioner
David MeDanial, whe repre-
sents the Happy Cresk Thistrict;
voled apgainst  the change
because of the trallie impacts.

The eonvenienee store would
generate 6,611 trips per day as
opposed to 4,428 trips for the
restaurant, occording to the
Virginia Department of Trans-
prorbinlior.

B Contact Robert King ai
rhing®nudaily.com
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including $100,000 for the
Camp  Hogsevelt  Civilian
Conservation Corps Legacy
Foundation.

The money will be used o
create exhibits at a museum
under construction in Edin-
burg near the site of the first
CCL camp to be established
under the New Deal, Hep.
Bob  Goodlatte,  R-Gth,
secured a $2.7 million federal
earmark last year to help pay
for construction.

Gilbert - said he was
“absolutely delighted that he
was able to be of assistance”
to the foundation and other
groups for which he secured
funding.

None of the awards are a
done deal just yet. Gov. Timo-
thy M. Kaine has the power
to veto or amend individual
line items in ‘the budget,
which legislators will cither
approve or defeat for the last
time on April 4,

But legislators say the odds
look good, given that the bill
passed with o minimum of
debate in both the Senate or
House of Delegates

Bringing home money from
HRichmond isn't something to
bt happy about, said Whitney
Duft the Virginia dircctor of
Americans for Prosperity, a
conservative, limited govern-
ment lobby.

"Wirginia taxpayers work
havd for their money and don't
deserve tosee their tax dollars
going to fund pet projects to
iy and curry favor with wot-
ers” she gald, “Governing well
should not be about who can
bring home the mest bacon,™

b Contact Garren Shipley
at gehiplevinedaily com
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employees. Another proposed
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raiees, which is for emplovess
who mest or exceed expecta-
tione based on their lagt eval-
uation,
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